RiverGate Church
Licensure and Ordination Policy

Overview

RiverGate Church exists for the primary purpose of bringing people into a loving relationship with their creator and heavenly Father through the instruction and impartation of the saving grace of His son Christ Jesus and the power of His Spirit.  Furthermore, we believe in the importance of having trained and qualified ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ who are called of God, empowered by the Holy Spirit and knowledgeable in biblical truths.  As a church and as ministers of the Gospel, we have the expressed responsibility to fulfill the great commission and draw all men unto Christ.

Authority

RiverGate Church, a legal entity incorporated under the laws of the State of Oklahoma (18 O.S. 1961 Secs. 541-594) as a nonprofit organization [501(c)(3)] operating exclusively for the religious purposes of a church has reserved the right to license, ordain and commission ministers of the gospel per 
Article 7 – Section 1 of the RiverGate Church Organizational By-laws.

Prerequisites

In order to apply for licensure under the covering of RiverGate Church, the following prerequisites must be met:

1) All applicants must be members in good standing with their home church (or RiverGate Church) for at least one year prior to requesting credentials.

2) All applicants must be citizens in good standing within the community.

3) All applicants must submit to RiverGate Church (or have on file) a completed copy of the following:

A.  Gifts Test (Wagner-Modified Houts Questionnaire).
B.  DISC Test.
4) All applicants must have read the book Spiritual Leadership by J. Oswald Sanders (copies available upon submission of application fee).
5) All applicants must have completed at least one of the following educational elements:

A.  Minimum of twenty-four (24) credit-hours of biblical studies from an approved or accredited 
  institution (transcripts required),
OR

B. Minimum of three (3) years full-time ministry involvement OR 

C. Minimum of six (6) years part-time ministry involvement

Qualifications

The qualifications, conditions and requirements for the granting of ordination or license through RiverGate Church shall be determined by the Senior Pastors of RiverGate Church and the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board.  The following conditions apply:

A. Credentials will only be given to those who are engaged in active Christian ministry, who show evidence of godly character and Christian leadership.

B. No homosexual shall hold credentials with RiverGate Church.

C. Credentials will only be given to those individuals who consider RiverGate Church as their covering and who are obedient and consistent in paying tithes to their home church.

Review Process

All applicant files, exams and submissions will be forwarded to the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board.  This board will be comprised of selected members of RiverGate Church who have specific ministry experience and/or insight into the personal review process.  All applicants shall be either approved or denied within thirty (30) days after the completion of all applications, examinations and interviews.  

Application

The decision to apply for licensure is a serious decision that requires careful and prayerful consideration.  RiverGate Church recognizes the responsibility and significance of this decision and therefore has incorporated the following process to ensure that each applicant is thoroughly reviewed and has carefully considered their decision.

1) APPLICATION FORM & FEE

A. A completed application form, as well as the $75 application fee, is submitted to the offices of RiverGate Church.
B. The completed application will be forwarded to the Credentialing Board for review. 

2) REFERENCE FORMS

A. Confidential reference reports will be sent to the individuals listed in the reference section of the completed application.

B. If you are transferring your license from another denomination or organization, letters of recommendation from that organization are required.

3) BIBLICAL COMPREHENSION EXAM

A. A Biblical Comprehension Exam shall be completed and submitted to the offices of RiverGate Church if you are unable to submit transcripts from the educational body from which you received a degree.

B. If you do take the Biblical Comprehension Exam, the completed exam will be forwarded to the Credentialing Board for review.  A score greater than 70% must be obtained on the exam in order to continue the process.  In the event that a passing grade is not achieved, the applicant can continue the process after a period of six (6) months with a retake of the exam.

4) PERSONAL INTERVIEW

A. All applicants will be interviewed in a panel format by available members of the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board.  Based upon your application, examination, references and interview, the Board will consider the following to determine your qualification for ministry:

Attitude

Doctrinal beliefs
Integrity 


Stability


Calling


Education

Ministry experience 

Temperament

Character

Family life

Morality 


Understanding 

Christian experience
Giftings

Pentecostal experience

Zeal

Approval Process

If the applicant’s application, examinations, references, and interview results are favorable, the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board will approve the applicant’s request for licensure.  The senior pastors of RiverGate Church, in conjunction with the Credentialing Board will issue a certificate of ministerial licensure and a credential card to the approved applicant.  Licensure and Ordination approval will be for the calendar year of the year of issue with a renewal process required for the continuance of credentials.
License Transfers

If the applicant is requesting a transfer of an existing license from a recognized denomination or church, the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board reserves the right to require all of the above application steps to be completed by the transferee, but minimally, the following steps must be completed:

1) APPLICATION FORM & FEE

A. A completed application form, as well as the $75 application fee, is submitted to the offices of RiverGate Church.
B. The completed application will be forwarded to the Credentialing Board for review. 

2) REFERENCE FORMS

A. Confidential reference reports will be sent to the individuals listed in the reference section of the completed application.

B. If you are transferring your license from another denomination or organization, letters of recommendation from that organization are required.

3)  PERSONAL INTERVIEW

A. All applicants will be interviewed in a panel format by members of the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board.

Types of Credentials

Ordination

Ordination is the highest classification of ministerial credential issued by RiverGate Church.  It is reserved for those who have the call of God on their lives for full-time vocational ministerial service.  To qualify for ordination, an applicant must be a currently licensed minister of the gospel in good standing that has been active in full-time ministry for at least 2 out of the last 3 years.  All applicants for ordination are subject to review by the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board and may be required to complete any or all of the licensure application processes at the Board’s discretion.

Regular License

A regularly licensed minister is authorized to minister the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ under the covering and support of RiverGate Church.  To qualify for licensure, an applicant must complete the application process and meet the requirements as defined herein.

Renewal

Credentials issued by RiverGate Church are good for the calendar year in which they are issued.  Review and renewal of credentials shall be completed at the beginning of each year by the Credentialing Board and shall not be unreasonably withheld assuming that the minister remains in good standing with RiverGate Church and the community.  Renewal fees for each licensed minister shall be $75 payable annually.

Discipline, Suspension and Restoration

Purpose

Discipline is a biblical exercise for which God holds the Church responsible and accountable.  Its design is to preserve Bible standards, protect integrity and anointing and bring the offender to repentance, redemption and restoration.

Cause

Violation of Scripture or the Principles of RiverGate Church by a credentialed minister or their spouse is cause for initiation of disciplinary action.  Examples of violations would include:

A. Teaching false doctrine,
B. Conduct unbecoming a minister,
C. Sexual immorality,
D. Insubordination,
E. Financial dishonesty,
F. Breach of ministerial ethics,
G. Incompetence, and/or
H. Causing strife or dissention among any given body of believers.
Initiation of Charge

A church member or attender may initiate a charge against a licensed individual by submitting a signed letter of their grievance with a detailed description of the cause including the time and place of incidence.  This letter is to be presented in confidence to the Senior Pastors of RiverGate Church with the understanding that it may be reviewed by the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board.

Suspension of Credentials

Credentials shall be suspended by the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board upon presentation of reasonable evidence of violation of ministerial ethics as defined under the “Cause” section herein.  While under suspension, no minister shall be permitted to continue with their ministry or official duties.  The RiverGate Church Credentialing Board will send a notice of suspension by certified mail to the minister in question.  Credentials shall remain suspended until the matter is settled by official investigation.

Investigation

The RiverGate Church Credentialing Board shall have the responsibility for investigation and discipline.  They may appoint a representative to act on their behalf.

Interviews

The person filing the charge shall be interviewed by the Credentialing Board in an attempt to determine reliability and motivation of the accuser and the extent of the alleged violation.  If it is determined that the allegations are unwarranted, the Credentialing Board may act to drop the charge and clear the accused.

Upon determination of the reliability and proper motivation of the accuser and the substance of the alleged violation, the accused minister and/or spouse shall then be interviewed by the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board and given opportunity to respond to the charge.  If the response of the accused is considered inadequate, the Credentialing Board shall call the accuser and the minister together for another interview. (See Matthew 18:15-16 for biblical basis.)

The RiverGate Church Credentialing Board shall review the results of these interviews and all other pertinent information to determine just cause and to assure that scriptural instruction and the procedures outlined herein have been followed.  If it is determined that the allegations have foundation, the Credentialing Board shall inform the accused minister of the alleged charges in writing by certified mail.

Admission of Guilt

Admission of guilt by the accused at any point during the investigation will terminate the investigation and discipline shall be administered commensurate with the circumstances.

Hearing

If the accused minister denies the charges, the Credentialing Board shall arrange a meeting with the accused to make final determination of the matter (Mt. 18:16).  The Senior Pastors shall be present at this hearing.  A hearing shall not be considered final until the accused is present and allowed reasonable rights and privileges which includes the right to request the presence of the accuser.

Guilt

REFUSAL TO APPEAR – The accused may be found guilty of charges and disciplined as a result of refusal to appear at the hearing.

NOT REPENTANT – If guilt is established and the guilty person is not repentant and cooperative, discipline shall be administered commensurate with circumstances and according to scripture.

REPENTANT – If guilt is established and the guilty person is fully repentant and cooperative, discipline shall be administered commensurate with the circumstance and according to scripture designed to bring complete forgiveness, healing and restoration to the parties concerned.

Innocence

If it is determined that the accused is innocent of the charges, notification of the finding may be sent to the Senior Pastors and other affected parties upon the written request of the accused, with the contents of such notification approved by the accused.

Discipline

FILING OF CREDENTIALS – When a guilty person is repentant and cooperative, credentials shall be filed during the period of discipline and restoration and the guilty person shall not involve themselves in any sort of active ministry.

REVOCATION OF CREDENTIALS – When a guilty person is not repentant and cooperative, credentials shall be revoked by the RiverGate Church Credentialing Board.  The Credentialing Board shall inform the minister of the revocation by certified mail.  The guilty person shall be encouraged to repent, return and meet the conditions stipulated by the Credentialing Board.

NOTICE OF ACTION – Notice of the action taken may be sent to affected parties.

Healing and Restoration

RiverGate Church commits itself to the healing and restoration of fallen, repentant ministers, with the goal to return them to full and active ministry.  The process of forgiveness, healing and restoration of the guilty person may include the renewal of a right relationship with God, oneself, spouse, family, other affected parties, and RiverGate Church.

The disciplined person shall be placed under the counsel of a certified Christian Counselor who shall make periodic reports to the Credentialing Board and Senior Pastors.  Taken into consideration will be the nature of the offense, whether it is a repeated violation, and the individual’s capacity for correcting the weakness.

RESTORATION – When the conditions of discipline have been fully met, the Credentialing Board may approve restoration of the disciplined person to full ministry involvement.

NOTICE OF ACTION – Notification of such action shall be communicated to the same persons and by the same means as the notification of discipline.
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